May 2018 Newsletter

Once again it was lovely to see so many of you at the North Somerset Show on Monday. The
winner of our BVD Quiz was Ben Keedwell, the only one to get 100%!! Many of you only had
one answer wrong, so well done all.
Many of you have now finished lambing and Spring calving is progressing well. We have
carried out a significant number of caesarean sections in cows this year with calves generally
being too big for the size of the cow/heifer. We have also treated a number of fractured legs
after a hard pull. Whilst this is always a danger of pulling a big calf with a jack, it is
preventable. Once the legs are exteriorised, moving the ropes higher up the leg is advisable.
The quality of ropes also has an effect, bailer twine should be avoided as it tends to cut into
the leg and cause trauma to the underlying tissue. Soft wide ropes will help spread the
pressure. Should you break the leg, it is important that the leg is stabilised quickly. If the
fracture is left, the broken bone can disrupt the blood supply to the lower part of the limb
causing gangrene. Fractures can be cast successfully but we need to see them straight away!
Recent changes in environmental weather conditions mean that grass growth has
accelerated and is a welcome relief following a long winter with recent forage shortages for
many. However, lush grass containing high levels of potassium and ammonia from
applications of nitrogen fertilizer have a significant impact on the absorption of magnesium
from the gut. This coupled with the increased transit time of spring grass, due to its low
fibre and high water content, can give rise to the seasonal occurrence of grass staggers
(Hypomagnesaemia) in grazed ruminants. Magnesium is a vital element that the body
requires to function, but storage within the body is negligible, so it is essential that cattle
have a daily intake to maintain adequate blood levels. Also variability in magnesium
contents of grass and soil can predispose stock to grass staggers during spring. Complex
mineral interactions including calcium availability, give rise to clinical signs of grass staggers;
predominantly associated with the nervous system giving twitching and blindness that can
progress to convulsions and death. Treatment involves injections under the skin or oral
treatment in mild cases. Supplementation is advised in lactating cattle at grass with either
licks, concentrates or Mag chloride in the water.
As you are probably aware, the new GDPR regulations around data protection come into
force on the 25th May. We don’t envisage this having an effect on our business with you all
as we don’t generally process personal data. However, those of you receiving vaccine
reminders will need to confirm that you still wish to do so; a call or email will suffice. We
have uploaded our privacy statement to our website, www.northsomersetvets.co.uk. If we
undertake any future projects where we benchmark performance data/drug usage we will
need to ask your permission first.

